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It was the last week of March. Cherry blossoms were starting to bloom* along the
river near Ayaka's school. Every year, she liked walking home on the path* beside
the river. The soft pink petals® floated* in the air like snow, and the gentle* sound
of the water made her feel peaceful. Sometimes she stopped to take pictures or to
draw the view in her small sketchbook®. The scent® of the blossoms mixed with the
cool spring breeze®, and she always felt that this was the most beautiful time of the

year. But (1) this spring was different. Her best friend, Yuto, was going to move to

Tokyo because of his father's new job.

Ayaka and Yuto met in the first grade of elementary school, and from that day,
they were almost always together. They studied for tests, ate lunch under the
cherry trees, and joined the same art club. Both of them loved drawing pictures,

and they often talked about (2) their dream. They wanted to make a picture book

together someday—one that could make both children and adults* smile. But now,
that dream was (3)7 fading, like the petals that slowly fell from the trees.

After school one afternoon, they went to their favorite bench by the river. They
often drew pictures there together and watched the sunset®. The air was cool, and
the sky was painted orange and pink. Yuto looked quietly at the water. The river
(31 reflected his face like a mirror.

“Are you excited about Tokyo?” Ayaka asked. She tried to sound cheerful, but her
voice was a little (3)7 shaky.

Yuto smiled a little. “(4) A little. But I'm also nervous. Everything will be new—
new school, new teachers, new friends. I don't know if* I can do well.”

“You'll be fine,” Ayaka said quickly. “You can make friends easily. Everyone likes
you.”

“Maybe,” Yuto said, and he laughed softly*. “But I'll miss this place. And IT'll miss
you.”

Avyaka looked down at her hands. “T'll miss you, too,” she said in a quiet voice.

They didn't say anything for a while. The sound of the river was the only thing
they could hear. Then Yuto took something out of his bag. It was a small sketchbook

with a blue cover.



“T started to draw a story,” he said, and he opened the first page. “It's about two
birds. They build a nest near a river. One day, one bird has to fly far away. But they

promise to meet again when the cherry trees bloom.”

Avyaka smiled. “( 5) )"
“Yes,” Yuto said quietly. “I didn’t finish it yet. (6) I [ it / to / you / want / after /
finish ] I go.”

He gave the sketchbook to her. On the last page, a bird was flying up into the sky,
but the picture was not finished.

“Promise me you'll keep drawing,” he said.

Avyaka held the sketchbook carefully. “I promise,” she said.

A few weeks later, Yuto's family moved to Tokyo. The first days were very
lonely for Ayaka. When she walked by the river, she often looked at the empty
bench and thought of Yuto's smile. She missed the sound of his laughter® and the

way he always encouraged her. The art club felt quieter without him.

Every evening, she opened the sketchbook and drew more pictures. The story
of the two birds continued to grow. Some parts were happy, and some were sad.
Sometimes Ayaka drew until late at night. When she finished a page, she always
wondered what Yuto would think if he could see it.

One day, when she walked home, she noticed the cherry blossoms were starting
to fall again. The petals danced in the wind, and she thought about how quickly
seasons changed. She stopped by the bench and sat down, then opened her
sketchbook.

That night, she decided to write a letter to Yuto. She put a copy of one of her
new drawings inside. The picture showed two birds flying under the same wide sky,
even If they were far away from each other. About a week later, she got a letter
from Yuto.

“Thank you for the picture,” he wrote. “(7) It made me smile. I started drawing
again, too. Maybe we can make a picture book together, even if we are in different
places.”

Ayaka felt warm inside when she read his letter. She smiled and looked up at the
sky outside her window. She thought about Yuto looking at the same sky in Tokyo.
She realized that being far away didn't mean the end of their dream. (8) It could be



the start of something new.

Spring came again the next year. Ayaka was now in the second year of high
school. She walked along the same river path with her sketchbook in her hand. The
cherry blossoms looked (9)7 (bright) than before, and the air was filled with their
sweet scent.

When she arrived at the bench, she saw a small box on it. Her name was
(9)1 (write) on the front. Her heart beat fast as she opened it. Inside the box, there
was a new sketchbook and a note.

“Dear Ayaka,

I'm coming to visit this weekend. Let's draw together again.

—Yuto.”

Ayaka looked up at the trees and smiled. The petals were falling softly. She sat
down on the bench and started to draw. In her mind, the two birds were flying
together again under the cherry blossoms, just like before.

That evening, the sunset was beautiful. Ayaka remembered the beautiful sunset
she saw when they made their promise. She thought about the past year—how
she kept her promise, how she grew, and how their dream did not disappear. She
believed that some dreams do not end, even when people are far away. (10) They

just change shape and wait for the right time to bloom again.

*[7E]
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1. That sounds like us. 2. Was she relaxed?
3. That looks like them. 4. Did you finish it?
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1. Their dream disappeared because they couldn't see each other again.
2. They forgot about their dream and started a new life.
3. Their dream became a little different but it was still alive.
4. They stopped thinking about their promise but they were still friends.
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Ayaka and Yuto were close friends who both loved ( O ). They often drew
pictures together and dreamed of making a ( @ ) book someday. But one
spring, Yuto had to move to ( 3 ) because of his father’s job. Before he
left, he gave Ayaka a small ( @ ) with a story about two birds. The birds
promised to meet again when the ( & ) trees bloom. After Yuto moved,
Avaka felt ( ® ) but kept drawing every night. She sent Yuto a
(@ ) with one of her drawings. He wrote back and said he started drawing
( ). The next year, Ayaka found a box on their favorite ( © ). Inside,
there was a new sketchbook and a ( ) from Yuto.
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1. look 2. book 3. food 4. cook

1. bread 2. head 3. breakfast 4. break
1. than 2. those 3. other 4. third

1. rained 2. played 3. watched 4. listened
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1. a-gree 2. coun-try 3. of-ten 4 . ho-tel
5. beau-ti-ful 6. dan-ger-ous 7 . gui-tar 8. ev-ery-one
9. li-brar-y 10. vol-un-teer 11. ex-ci-ting 12. dif-fi-cult
4| koETD( MWCANEDIZHR DB 2 b D% 1 DB FETE
1. ( ) are my favorite books.

1. This 2. 1t 3. That 4. Those
2. She ( ) us music last year.

1. teach 2. teaches 3. taught 4. teaching
3. We have been friends ( ) we met for the first time.

1. since 2.1f 3. when 4. before
4. My father and I ( ) staying in Nagoya now.

1. am 2.1s 3. are 4. were
5. The book ( ) is on the desk is mine.

1. it 2. who 3. this 4. which
6. ( ) a doctor isn't easy.

1. Is 2. Was 3. Be 4. Being
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IfI( ) better, I could become a singer.

1. sing 2. sings 3. sang 4. sung
A: ( ) bag is this?

B: It's mine.

1. Which 2. Whose 3. Who 4. What
We had to ( ) the festival because of the bad weather.

1. continue 2. cancel 3. begin 4. enjoy
She is looking forward to ( ) Shohei again.

1. meet 2. see 3. seeing 4. met
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We need water to live.
We cannot live ( ) water.

We have four English lessons in a week.

( ) ( ) four English lessons in a week.

Do not play soccer in the park.
You ( ) ( ) play soccer in the park.

June is not as hot as July.
July is ( ) ( ) June.

The man is very kind. He works at the station.
The man ( ) at the station is very kind.
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A B C D
music musician science ( )
young younger bad ( )
father mother son ( )
fall autumn shop ( )
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[ 1. that / 2. built / 3. was / 4. 100 years / 5. bridge ] ago.
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[ 1. what / 2. time / 3. know / 4.1/ 5. don’t / 6. left / 7. she ] this room.
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[ 1. take / 2. of / 3. brother / 4. will / 5. care / 6.1 / 7. my ] this afternoon.
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